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ABSTRACT 

Muslims follow Islam, which stands for peace and brotherhood. Islam, as its name implies, 

claims to be an egalitarian culture free of prejudice based on caste or colour. In fact, the Muslim 

community in India is heterogeneous, divided into various castes and social classes. After more 

than half a century of positive economic growth, the Muslim community is commonly 

considered to be lagging behind other groups, such as Hindus, Christians, and Sikhs, in terms of 

a range of development outcome indicators. The Muslim community is going through a lot of 

upheaval and change. Their profile is small, especially in terms of security and status in 

economic and educational sectors. The current study looks at the educational status of Muslims 

in India's most populous state, Uttar Pradesh, which has a population of about 200 million people 

and Muslims account for roughly one-fifth of the total population. This research is focused on 

secondary data from India's 2001 and 2011 censuses. As a result of Muslims have emerged as the 

worst sufferers in terms of educational access. 
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INTRODUCTION  

Man is a social being. A individual belongs to a specific category. Its social framework 

establishes a group's identity. Social, economic, political, technological, educational, and science 

activities are the defining elements of a social structure. The history of social work in India dates 

back 5,000 years and has been influenced by political and religious factors. Since ancient times, 

India has been a polytheistic culture. The Muslim group is the subject of the thesis presented. 

The Muslim population in India is the country's second-largest
1
. 

 

In every domain, India is a land of diversity that stands on the foundations of justice, liberty, 

equality, and fraternity, and believes in the supreme value of the individual personality. It has 

always found a special place of comfort and companionship in education
2
. 

 

Muslims are now generally accepted to be India's most educationally backward group. They 

have not only fallen behind in terms of education compared to other communities, but also in 

terms of educational quality. In India, there are approximately 200 Muslim groups. North and 

East India are often affiliated with the Muslim community, of which Uttar Pradesh is the most 

prominent. The Other Backward Classes include certain castes in Uttar Pradesh Muslim society. 

The Momin Ansar community is the most prevalent, and it is primarily a Muslim community in 

North India. These groups can also be found in Pakistan's Sindh province and Nepal's Terai zone. 

This culture has a global population of 15,441,0000 people and a population of 10,051,000 in 
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India. This Momin Ansar culture is associated with Islam in India. They were, however, 

sometimes included in Hindu, which was a branch of the Hindu weaver caste
3
.
 

 

Constitutional Provisions 

The Indian Constitution guarantees equal opportunities for all citizens, regardless of their beliefs, 

caste, ethnicity, religion, or gender. In accordance with constitutional requirements, girls from 

every minority group have at least equal rights to education, jobs, and other benefits of national 

development. The Indian Constitution includes several provisions that uphold minorities' rights. 

Article 14 of the Indian Constitution guarantees equality before the law and equal legal security. 

Discrimination based on faith, race, caste, sex, or place of birth is prohibited under Article 15. In 

any matter relating to jobs or appointment to any office under the state, all people shall have 

equal opportunities. Article 21 states that no one can be deprived of his or her life or personal 

liberty until he or she has gone through the legal process. Article 25 guarantees freedom of faith 

as well as the right to freely profess, practice, and spread religion. Article 26 guarantees the 

freedom to administer a religious organization and religious affairs, as long as they are in 

accordance with public order, morality, and health. Article 29 safeguards the right of minorities 

to preserve their language, script, and culture. Article 30 protects minorities' interests by granting 

them the right to create and operate educational institutions of their choosing. In particular, 

according to article 39, the state must guide its policy toward ensuring that all citizens, men and 

women, have an adequate means of subsistence. According to Article 45, the state must make 

every effort to provide early childcare and education to all children before they reach the age of 

six. Article 51: Every citizen of India has the responsibility to foster peace and a spirit of 

common brotherhood among all Indians, regardless of religious, ethnic, or sectional differences, 

and to renounce practices that undermine women's dignity. All issues relating to the protection 

offered for linguistic minorities and their growth were highlighted in Article 347, 350
4
. 

 

Literacy Status in India 

Literacy and education are important indicators of society, and they play a key role in human 

growth, which has an effect on overall socioeconomic development. Higher literacy and 

education levels contribute to improved health and nutritional status, as well as economic 

development, population reduction, and mobilization of the poorer parts of society and the 

community as a whole. Furthermore, a higher rate consistently increases growth indicators. 

Census data is collected on each person's literacy level, which is considered one of the most 

significant social characteristics
5
. 

 

Table 1.1: Literacy rate in comparison to other religious community. 

Population  Hindu  Muslim  Christian  Sikh  Buddhist  Jain  Other  Total  

Male  60.78 62.41 76.78 71.32 77.87 87.86 59.58 69.76 

Female  55.98 51.90 71.97 63.92 65.60 84.93 41.38 55.98 

Total 63.31 57.28 74.35 67.51 71.85 86.43 50.53 63.07 

*Source: Compiled Census of India 2011. 
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Fig-1 

The table above shows the differences in literacy levels among India's various religions. Muslims 

have a poorer condition than other religious groups, and they have the lowest literacy rate among 

any religious community, with just 57 percent of them being literate. Muslims' literacy levels are 

comparable to those of other religious groups and the national average literacy level, with only 

62.41 percent of males and 51.90 percent of females being literate, or vice versa, they are India's 

most illiterate religious minority. Jain people have the highest literacy rate (8.43%), followed by 

Christians (74.35%) and Buddhists (71.84%). in contrast to other religious communities, Muslim 

women have a substantially lower literacy rate
6
. 

 

Literacy Status in Uttar Pradesh   
According to the 2011 population census, the literacy rate in Uttar Pradesh has been increasing 

and now stands at 67.68 percent. Men have a literacy rate of 77.28 percent, while women have a 

literacy rate of 57.18 percent. In 2001, the literacy rate was 56.27 percent, with males accounting 

for 68.28 percent and females accounting for 44.22 percent
7
. 

 

Table 1.2: Religion-wise Literacy Rate of Uttar Pradesh in 2011 Census. 

Population Hindu  Muslim  Christian  Sikh  Buddhist  Jain  Other  Total  

Male  79.73 66.42 79.44 84.91 79.19 95.81 80.18 77.28 

Female  58.61 55.90 67.54 73.15 57.07 92.16 61.84 57.18 

Total  69.68 58.76 73.63 79.35 68.59 94.05 71.11 67.68 

*Source: Compiled Census of India 2011. 
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Fig-2 

The table above shows the differences in literacy levels amongst religious groups in Uttar 

Pradesh. Muslims have a poorer situation than other religious sects, and they have the lowest 

literacy rate among any religious community, with just 58.76 percent of Muslims being literate. 

Muslims' literacy levels are comparable to those of other religious groups, as well as the national 

average and Muslim intermediate literacy levels. They are India's most illiterate religious group, 

with just 66.42 percent of males and 50.59 percent of females being literate. Jain people have the 

highest literacy rate, at 94.05 percent. Sikhs had a literacy rate of 79.35 percent, while Christians 

had a literacy rate of 73.63 percent. In contrast to other religious communities, Muslim women 

have a substantially lower literacy rate
8
. 

 

Table-1.3: Religion wise Literacy rate of Uttar Pradesh in 2001 Census 

Religion wise Literacy rate of Uttar Pradesh in 2001 Census 

Population  Hindu Muslim  Christian Sikh Buddhist Jain  Total 

Male 71.24 57.29 78.14 72.19 70.34 95.90 68.82 

Female 43.08 37.38 67.35 52.61 40.29 90.29 42.22 

Total 57.98 47.79 72.85 71.91 56.21 93.21 56.27 

*Source: Compiled Census of India 2001. 

 

The table above shows the differences in literacy levels amongst religious groups in Uttar 

Pradesh. Muslims' situation is worse than that of all other religious sects, and they have the 

lowest literacy rate of all religious communities, with just 47.79 percent of them being literate. 

Muslims' literacy levels are comparable to those of other religious groups, as well as the national 

average and Muslim intermediate literacy levels. They are India's most illiterate religious 

minority, with just 57.29 percent of males and 37.38 percent of females being literate. The 

highest literacy rate was 95.905 percent among Jain people. At the same time, Christians 

accounted for 78.14 percent of literacy and Sikhs accounted for 72.19 percent. In contrast to 

other religious communities, Muslim women have a substantially lower literacy rate
9
. 
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Fig-3 

Education and Muslims 

Muslims have remained uneducated, but their demise came as a result of their failure to keep up 

with modern developments and globalization. They were unable to keep up with the times due to 

their failure to exercise their right to education at the required time in their growth. They were 

unable to comprehend that intelligence endows humans with abilities and the capacity to reason 

in order to satisfy their search for a better existence. They refused to identify and recreate all 

men's deeds and acts in their effort to combat modern education. With the arrival of Sir Syed 

Ahmed Khan, Muslims were finally able to start on the road to recovery. Minority children's 

socioeconomic placement is skewed significantly to their disadvantage. Higher social class 

wards have more appetite for higher educational and career goals, which is a sociological reality 

based on numerous studies and analysis
10

. 

 

One of the primary causes of Muslim insecurity has been displacement, which they have 

witnessed as a result of riots, some of the horror that followed India's partition, and subsequent 

loss of life and property to the majority group. One reason for India's largest minorities' 

backwardness may be their isolation and lack of boarding with the majority community
11

. 

 

Several commissions and committees were established to investigate people's socioeconomic 

conditions, educational requirements, and other aspects of their lives. Many people concentrate 

exclusively on the Muslim culture in order to comprehend their concerns and issues. Along with 

these commissions, many more studies and research were conducted to assess and understand 

educational and socioeconomic backwardness, as well as the effect of early marriage, inadequate 

schools, illiteracy, parda culture, lack of Urdu learning, Madarsas curriculum, and its problems 

on community development. Insecurity, fatalistic mentality, low social mobility, segregation, the 

partiality of state and law enforcement agencies, issues of livelihood, neglect of Urdu, education 

lag, and maladjustment were all identified as problems and issues affecting the Muslim 

community by the commission and research of educationists and social workers
12
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The Muslim community as a whole believes that there are significant prejudices against them in 

all areas and professions, including healthcare, education, health, and government employment. 

Muslims are constantly filled with anxiety and a sense of inferiority. They are apprehended, 

interrogated, tortured, and threatened at the slightest provocation or event. There are more police 

officers in Muslim neighborhoods, schools, hospitals, and banks, giving the impression of open 

prisons. Property destruction and deaths on a large scale during violent communal clashes, as 

well as targeted sexual abuse against Muslim women, have an effect on areas that are not 

affected by communal violence. Fear in the community has hampered mobility and education, 

especially among girls. Many community leaders suspect that the state's and agencies' feelings of 

partiality are due to the lack of involvement or representation of community members in these 

state agencies
13

. 

 

Current Status of Muslim Education in India 

There are few data-based study reports available on the physical and academic conditions of 

schools in Muslim-majority areas. There has been no systematic study of Muslim children's 

registration, dropout rate, or academic achievement in two forms of schooling systems: Madarsa 

and public. Similarly, there is little knowledge in the public domain about Muslim youths' 

overall access to higher education, involvement in vocational education, integration into the 

labour market, and potential life achievements. However, a few small studies carried out by 

individuals, government agencies, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) here and there 

gave some insight into the challenges and issues that they faced in their education. The much-

discussed Sachar Committee Report is the only authentic government-published document 

currently available that can provide policy guidance
14

.  

 

In every aspect of life, whether it is the economy, education, jobs, or any other, the situation of 

Muslims in India is dire. Muslims lag far behind other groups, according to the Sachar 

Committee Report (2006). The argument can be supported by citing the Sachar Committee's 

reports on a variety of issues affecting Indian Muslims. The overall literacy rate in India has been 

around 70% for some time, with Muslims having a literacy rate of around 60%. Except in the 

case of a high school dropout, the data letter decreases as the amount rises. Muslims lag behind 

the rest of the population, with just 26% of those aged 17 and up having completed 

matriculation. Muslims account for just 17% of the population. It should be noted that 63.4 

percent of Muslims live in rural areas, with a literacy rate of 59.1% for all Muslims. The 

situation is much worse for Muslims, who have just 52.7 percent literacy and a much lower rural 

female literacy rate. Around half of urban Muslims, with a literacy rate of 70%, do better than 

Muslims in rural areas, and are also similar to India's urban literacy rate of 79.9%. According to 

the National Survey's 61st round, the literary rate among rural Muslim women was 41%. Even 

now, not much has changed in the situation
15

. 

 

Female Muslims have a literacy rate of 50.1 percent, which is not only lower than their male 

counterparts (67.6%), but also lower than the national female literacy rate of 53.2 percent. The 

literacy rates in northern and eastern states were lower than the national literacy rates, while they 

were slightly higher in many southern states than the national literacy rate
16

. 
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Problems of Muslim Education 

Indian culture is unique in that each ethnic group is free to preserve their religious identity. In 

India, Muslim community is educationally backward. They are unable to take advantage of a 

constitutional provision to ensure their educational development. The backwardness problem is a 

long-term operation. In terms of education, economics, socialization, and politics, Muslims lag 

far behind the other communities
17

. 

 

There are various reasons for Muslim being educationally backwards which are- 

1. Before independence, the British's anti-Muslim stance, which limited the community's 

educational and employment opportunities, had a significant effect on their 

socioeconomic situation. Even today, Muslims face the same problem. This Muslim 

mentality had driven them further backwards. 

2. In the past, Muslims have faced socioeconomic poverty. Their perspective on education 

is distorted because the majority of Muslim parents are illiterate and ignorant of the value 

of modern education. They have big families and place a higher value on early marriage. 

There is a lack of motivation to better their reputation by pursuing education. 

3. Muslim women have a derogatory attitude about female education. They have the zeal to 

accomplish something through education because of the obstacles they face from their 

families, but they have no academic interest. They are more likely to pursue higher 

education, particularly overseas, if they are fortunate enough to attend a good school. 

4. Whether they have studied at universities or travelled abroad, they are often misinformed 

about girls' 'Purity.' The most significant explanation is that if the girl becomes highly 

trained, it would be difficult to find an educated groom. 

5. According to the Sachar Committee, Muslim settlements are regularly denied access to 

utilities and public services such as electricity, piped water, and sewerage. The Muslim 

community has a low-income, dirty, and inadequate living situation. 

 

There are insufficient facilities in Muslim schools, as well as a shortage of proper education. The 

majority of schools are conventional, with issues with the medium. There is also no link to work 

opportunities. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The situation of Muslims in India is dire, as is the country's economy, education, jobs, and other 

aspects of life. According to the Sachar Committee (2006), Muslims lag well behind other 

groups. According to this report, Muslims, who make up one-fifth of Uttar Pradesh's total 

population, are the state's most backward class, suffering from multidimensional educational 

deprivation. When compared to other socio-religious communities, Muslims had the lowest 

literacy rate. The lower Muslim population can result in high poverty and unemployment. 
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